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Life Group Sermon Study Notes 
“Love The City: Hosanna! Save Now!” 

Sr. Ps. James Lowe – April 5th, 2020 

Warm-Up (10-15 minutes) 

Choose a question below to answer or ask another. No right or wrong answers. 

• Who is someone in your life that loves to give? 

• Have you ever been goaded by a crowd? What happened? 

 

Word (10-15 minutes) 

Sermons can be heard online at www.bethelworld.org 

John 12:9 “When the large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus was there, they came, not only on 
account of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead.” 

• Jesus often drew large crowds. His teaching was compelling, provocative, and thought-
provoking. It often appeared that the crowds would come only to see if Jesus would perform 
some sign or miracle. In John 6 we see that a large crowd was following Him because He was 
healing the sick. In this chapter, Jesus feeds the five thousand. However, once Jesus begins to 
proclaim the truth of salvation the crowd starts to grumble and eventually disperses.  John 6: 53 
says “So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man 
and drink his blood, you have no life in you.”  After this teaching, all of those who were following 
Christ at the time departed except the twelve disciples.  In John chapter twelve the crowds came 
because Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. A spectacle will always draw a crowd, but only the 
disciples remain once they hear the truth. This presents an important question we must ask 
ourselves. Are we the crowd, or are we followers of Jesus Christ? 

John 12:12-15 “The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to 
Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 14 And Jesus found a young 
donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, 
sitting on a donkey's colt!” 

• Once again Jesus draws a crowd. The Jews began to believe that maybe Jesus was  the messiah 
they were expecting. Unfortunately, they wanted a messiah that fit their desires rather than 
God’s desires. The crowd cried out Hosanna! Which means “save now!”  
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Jesus then began to ride a colt as they laid the branches of palm trees down before Him, which 
was the symbol of a triumphal victory over enemies.  

As we continue to read John chapter twelve, we see that Jesus fulfilled many of the messianic 
prophecies throughout the Old Testament. Zechariah 9:9 and Isaiah 44 & 53 are directly quoted. John 
12:42 says “Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisees they 
did not confess it so that they would not be put out of the synagogue; for they loved the glory that comes 
from man more than the glory that comes from God.”   

Jesus is the messiah who saves us, but He is also Lord over us. We must guard against making a messiah 
for ourselves rather than receive Jesus as the Messiah He is. Will we be a disciple, or will we be found 
amongst the crowds fearing man rather than God, and loving the glory that comes from man rather than 
God? 

 

Discussion (10-15 minutes) 

Choose one of the points below and discuss how the lesson applies to our lives. 

• What does it mean to be a disciple and follower of Christ? 

• Who is the messiah according to scripture? 

• Have you received Jesus as Lord and messiah? If so, what are some areas of your life that God needs 
to triumph over? 

 
Prayer (10-15 minutes) 
Pray for any of the following, as well as other requests you may have. 

• Give thanks to God for His salvation, and His Lordship. 

• Ask God what is on His heart for our lives. What is He calling us to do in this strange season? 

• Ask God to love the glory that comes from Him rather than the glory that comes from being accepted 
by the crowds.  


